HOW TO MAKE A PERSONAL DAYSHADE

By Lady Finna Halfdansdottir

Supplies needed:

1 – 12x16 heavy duty tarp (I highly recommend the silver type, reflects heat.)

24 yards of cotton or cotton/poly fabric (45 inches in width) for the top

6 yards of cotton or cotton/ploy fabric (45 inches in width) for the edging

Sewing thread to match 

4 – 2 x 2’s – 7ft in length

1 – 2 x 2 – 9ft. in length

Stain and polyeurothane of your choice (also need brushes)

8 – 12inch landscape nails

8 – washers to fit on nails

5 – spiral landscape nails (for the 2x2’s)

80 ft. of ¾ sisal rope

8 wooden sliders – (buy one closet rod dowel and make your own!)

6 - ½ inch grommets and a grommet setter

10 small squares (about 1” x 1”) of suede or leather – color of your choice

Construction:

Have the 24 yards of fabric cut into 4 – 6 yard sections.  Wash and dry all fabric thoroughly.  

Pavilion top -

Sew the four strips of fabric lengthwise using a flat-felled or similar “locking” stitch.  Laying the top of the pavilion onto the tarp, trim the edges, leaving a 1 inch excess over the edges.   ( You will wind up with approximately 3 and 1/3 strips of sewn cloth for the top of your pavilion)  Cut the 6 yards of edging fabric into 4 equal lengths, going lengthwise of the material (11 inches per strip for 44 width and 11.25 inches for 45 width).  Sew the edging onto each corner of the top using a flat felled seam.  DO NOT line the corners of the fabric up exactly. Leave at least 3 inches of excess on the corners of the edging for later hemming.  Once all the edging has been sewn down, hem the corners, using the excess that you left.   Hem the edging, leaving the edge at about 6 ½ inches in width from the top of the pavilion.

Tarp – fold the tarp lengthwise and then widthwise to find the center of the tarp.  Snip a small hole in the center and set one ½ inch grommet into the hole.

Now, place finished pavilion top onto the tarp and line up all the corners.  Mark the location of the corner grommets and center grommet locations on the pavilion with chalk.  Using your grommet setting kit, punch holes in the center of the suede squares and punch the grommet locations on the pavilion.  Set the grommets by making a “sandwich” of the pavilion and two squares of suede, one on top of the pavilion and one on bottom.  When the grommets have been set, trim the excess suede off.

If at this time, you choose to place your device or other items on your dayshade, remember that the front triangle formed by your middle pole and two front poles, is the only visible area (i.e. don’t paint anything on the line from the middle to front poles because it won’t be seen, if you run a cord from the middle grommet to each corner grommet you will easily see your device surface).  I suggest using acrylic paints mixed with a fabric medium.  Don’t forget to place plastic or a drop-cloth under the pavilion while painting to prevent bleed through on your working surface.  Other options are silk-screening your device or appliqué work.     

Poles –

Drill a hole into the tops of each pole, approximately half the length of the spiral nail.  Fill each hole with glue and pound the spiral nails into the poles.  Allow to dry.

Stain and finish your poles, in the color of your choice

Make 8 ropes of at least 10 ft. in length.  Attach one slider per rope. (if making your own sliders, make sure the hole you drill is at least ¾ inch)

Make 8 ground stakes by placing the washers on the 12- inch nails, allowing them to fall all the way to the nail head.   I use a little duct tape, wrapped around the nail, under the washer to ensure the washers don’t fall off.

As a final note, find some good 100% cotton canvas material (also called Canvas Duck) and make a bag for your ropes and stakes!

Sources for supplies:

WAL-MART , Jo-Ann’s or Michael’s

Fabric – Broadcloth usually $1.87 per yard

Suede –  small squares in the craft section 

HOME DEPOT

Tarp  - About $17.00

Poles – About $2.00 per pole

Nails -  15 cents each

Washers – 10 cents each

Stain and finish 

Sisal Rope

Grommet kits

Closet rod dowel for sliders

If you want REAL stakes:

Try Panther Pavilions

www.pantherprimitives.com
or Sir Shaltar Grayson – contact info in the PC under Authorization Marshal

He made our stakes and they rock!

The Flat-Felled Seam

The appeal of the flat-felled seam is that it makes the joint stronger by running two lines of stitches through each piece of fabric, while simultaneously encapsulating the raw edges and preventing them from unraveling. What's more, it's pretty simple once you get the concept. You can make it even easier by running an iron over the seam after you make each fold. Set it to a low heat so that you don't melt your fabric. 

To begin, lay one piece of fabric on top of the other. If your fabric has two differing sides (for example, urethane-coated nylon, which has a coated side and an uncoated side) then the two "top" sides should be together. The bottom piece of fabric should extend beyond the upper piece by the width of the seam (the seam-to-be, that is). Sew a line of stitching in from the edge of the top piece by the width of the seam. 
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~Assuming a finished seam width of 172"




Flip the bottom piece out from underneath so that both are lying flat on the table and the extra flap sticks up in the air. Fold the longer flap down over the short one and then fold both of them down flat, as shown. Sew a line of stitches to hold down the flap. When you sew this second row of stitches, be sure to gently pull the two pieces of fabric taut and press the overlap flat as you feed it through the sewing machine. This will result in a cleaner and stronger seam. 
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Description courtesy of:

http://www.backpacking.net/makegear/tarptent3/flatfelled.html

