TOURNEY ETIQUITTE FOR EVERYONE

By Lady Finna Halfdansdottir

“The stands overlooking the ground, of course, were varied in the shapes of towers, terraces, galleries, and pensile gardens, magnificently decorated with tapestry, pavilions, and banners.  The ladies encouraged their knights in these exercises; they bestowed favors, consisting of scarf’s, veils, sleeves, bracelets, clasps, - in short, some piece of female habiliment, - attached to their helmets, shields, or armor.  If, during the combat, any of these appendages were dropped or lost, the fair donor would at times send her knight new ones.  Especially if pleased with his exertions.”

Bullfinch’s “Age of Chivalry”
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As we struggle to re-create these ideals there are times when modern thoughts interfere with such endeavors.  In keeping with a “Tourney Fighting” theme, here are a few ideas for everyone.

Pavilions & Day Shades


It’s a common scene; the tourney field is littered with day shades of all sizes, shapes and colors.  However, with all the ropes and items necessary to keep them upright there is very little room to maneuver between and you need to get to the other side.  You should:

a.) Try to maneuver through the ropes and stakes and pray you don’t fall down or tear your dress.

b.) Casually stroll through the day shade, waving and saying hello to its occupant’s.

c.) Try to quietly cut through the corner of the day shade and hope no one notices you.

d.) Stand outside the day shade, clearly announce your presence with an audibly “Good day” and await acknowledgement from the owners.  Once they have greeted you, kindly ask if you may enter and pass through.

If you answered “d” you are absolutely correct.   A day shade is someone’s Home Away From Home.  It is the representation of their pavilion or home for the day.  As such, we should treat it and them with respect.  Always stand outside the day shade and await notice or announce your presence with a greeting.  A kind and courteous host will always offer you entrance to conduct your business.  
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Remember, once invited into someone’s “home” conduct your business promptly and courteously.  Be gracious and respectful in your guest’s “home” and unless invited to remain do not overstay your welcome.  Your hosts may be expecting more company and they might have limited space to accommodate such.  A courteous guest will always be welcomed back with a warm reception!  A courteous host will always have plentiful guests!
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Pavilion owners – please note that it is YOUR responsibility to set up your day shade in accordance to courtesy to the populace.  Your best course of action is to check with troll for a “Field Manager” (someone in charge of day shade set up/ space allotments).  Always set your day shade at least 5 feet away from the eric of the fighting field (this includes your ropes!) and always leave at least a 3 foot walkway between day shades for people (again, remember that this includes ropes).  

Also of note, if you own a day shade that has a drop back, be courteous to others by not blocking the view of those who must set up behind you.  Set your day shade in a space least likely to block someone’s view!  This is most common at larger Tourneys such as Crown or Coronet Lists.  

A very good thing to note is that for Crown or Coronet Lists, the gentles who are participating in these lists should always have space at the front of the eric.  If you are a spectator only with your own day shade, then be courteous and let the fighters have the closer eric spaces.  This is a kindness you may show the participants, as they will be able to hear the calling of the list order much easier by being closer to the field.   SIDE NOTE: it is my personal opinion that any group hosting a Crown or Coronet List should allow those who are fighting, in said Tourneys, to “Reserve” eric space in advance.   With the proper “Field Manager” and minimal effort, this would ensure that all fighters are ensured an eric space. 

TIPS TO IMPROVE YOUR DAY SHADE LOOK:

* Mundanity covers (for coolers, canvas chairs, etc.), rugs, fresh flowers, colorful backdrops (also provides shade), painted designs upon your wooden gear (such as tables, chairs,etc.)

Hosting/Being a Guest

HOSTS!  A kind and courteous host(ess) will always offer their guests a chair and perhaps some refreshment.  Always keep a few extra mugs on hand for this purpose.  Chilled water, juices and sodas are easy to keep in the cooler and it’s always nice to offer your guest a piece of chilled fruit (this is, of course, for the warmer times of the Meridian calendar!)  Also nice are a variety of nuts, (I find pistachios are always welcome just make sure you have a receptacle for the shells), trail mixes, and dried fruits (apples, cranberries and raisins work great).  

There will come a time when a guest will be invited to spend the day in their host’s home.  A thoughtful guest will ask their host if there is anything they should contribute.  Always plan on bringing your own chair unless otherwise told, this will reserve any extra chairs that your host might have for more visitors.  Ask your host if you can provide drinks or food. Take care of all items that your host has in their home and always ask before moving or rearranging items. Always help your host in setting up and taking down the day shade when at all possible!  HOSTS! A kind host will help their guest feel at home.  Include your guest in all conversations if possible.  Introduce your guest to all visitors if they do not know one another, “Pardon me, Sir / Mistress (etc.) _________, do you know Lord / Lady (etc.) ___________?”  Keep your guest well fed and see that their mug is never empty.  GUESTS!  Do not invite your other friends into your host’s home!  A courteous guest knows that they are being hosted out of kindness and generosity; try to temper your actions with the same thought and care.  
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Fighters & Consorts
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The ideals of the tournament were for peacetime entertainment, honing of skills and catching the eye of a pleasing lady (in our world, a pleasing lord for those lady fighters out there!)  The fighters on the tourney field should be living the description of Chivalry - honor, duty, courtliness, bravery, gallantry, courtesy, generosity, and loyalty among others.  When a fighter takes the field he / she should be representing the honor for whom they fight. As the saying goes – “Any harm done unto them is harm done unto me.  Any good done unto them is good done unto me.”  When a fighter behaves with valor and grace, courtesy and honor they are showing the entire populace that the one whose favor they bear also upholds those ideals.  

Unfortunately, this also holds true for the opposite type of behavior on the field.  CONSORTS!  Be you Lord or Lady, your job is to inspire your fighter to uphold the ideals of chivalry which have been set forth.  By your own acts of kindness and courtesy you give the inspiration for all fighters to uphold.   Be considerate of your fighter’s schedule.  Always make yourself available to them before, during, and after battle.   ESPECIALLY DURING BATTLE!!  A consort should always be highly visible to their fighter when they are on the tourney field.  Many are the time when a fighter resolutely looks for their consort to give salute and sadly cannot find them.  Worse, is to find them but see that they are not paying attention.  

Consorts, this not only is a terrible injustice to courtesy that you are doing, but also serves to dishearten your fighter!  I have found that the best recourse is to listen carefully to the calling of the lists.  Always know when and where your fighter is taking the field.  Even better, a conscientious consort will also know whom their fighter is battling this round!  As your fighter makes ready so too should you.  Walk your fighter to their designated eric and stand dutifully by (preferably with a parasol), as your fighter prepares to do battle.  When you exchange salutes, your fighter will always know where you are and will take heart that you are so attentive to their prowess.  If at all possible, invite the consort of your fighter’s opponent to stand with you.  Be friendly and graceful at all times, whether your fighter wins or loses.  Congratulate your fighters opponent “Well fought My Lord / Lady” and their consort “Your Lord / Lady fought with grace and valor”. 

Escort your fighter off the field and see to their needs.  Provide them with cold water or Gatorade to keep them hydrated.  An especially nice touch is to have a separate small cooler with ice water and several washrags soaking in it.  Offer your fighter an ice-cold rag to cool their head, face and neck.  One extra touch of class (but not necessarily easy to transport) is to have a medium size, pottery bowl filled with water and rose petals.  Offer to wash your fighters hands in this bowl and dry them with a soft terry cloth towel.  This also helps to keep your fighter smelling a little better as the day goes on!   

FIGHTERS!  Your job is to represent your consort with all the ideals of chivalry.  Fight well, be gracious and kind, never raise your voice in anger towards anyone (especially on the tourney field) comport yourself with good manners and gentility.  Take notice of all the kind things that your consort does and provides for you. Be thankful and courteous to them at all times.  As a token of your affection, a kind fighter will provide their consort with attention and gratitude.  Always escort your consort, whether it be to visit a friend across the field or to merchants row!!  

Also, should the day favor you with a tourney win and you are called into court to receive a gift or prize TAKE YOUR CONSORT WITH YOU!  Ensure that the populace knows and understands that while it was your skill at arms that helped you to be there, it was also the inspiration of your consort which elevated you to the heights of chivalry to help claim the day’s prize!

SINGLE FIGHTERS

There is usually a smattering of fighters taking the tourney field that for one reason or another have no consort.  It is perfectly acceptable and highly encouraged that these “single fighters” seek the favor of a consort for the tourney day.  These “DAY FAVORS” as they are called, can be as simple as a scarf, ribbon or piece of jewelry.  A single fighter should seek out someone whom they might wish to carry the favor of, (when in doubt ask the known “attached” consorts for their help!) and say something to the effect of “My Lord / Lady, it is my earnest wish to enter this tourney today. However, I find myself lacking the inspiration of a consort.  If you would be so kind as to bestow some type of token upon my personage, I promise to carry it with honor and grace though out the tournament.  I shall return it to you upon the end of the fighting day and extol your kindness and generosity to all whom I encounter”  (granted this is a bit flowery, but I doubt you would find a single person who would turn you down at this point!)  
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CONSORTS!  Those of you who, for one reason or another, might be unattached should always have a small personal item that you could easily bestow upon a fighter should they ask.  Ensure that it is nothing that you will mind getting broken (remember, that they are fighting with this!), but that is also easily attached or placed securely upon the fighter’s body.  I have found that a small kiss on the cheek works well when you have nothing else to bestow.  BEWARE THOUGH, as to how it is returned to you!
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“It was a time of high adventure and romance.  Knights would seek out adventure, hoping to test skills, mettle and prowess as a warrior.  A knight would also try to win the love of a lady or damsel, either by rescuing her from an adversary or demonstrating his skills on the tournament field.  Every combatant proclaimed the name of the lady whose servant d’amour he was.  He was wont to look up to the stand, and strengthen his courage by the sight of the bright eyes that were raining their influence on him from above.  Courtly manner was considered to be almost as important with the ladies, as well as the knight’s use of the sword.”  


Age of Chivalry
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Chivalry, which framed an ideal of the heroic character, combining invincible strength and valor, justice, modesty, loyalty to superiors, courtesy to equals, and compassion to weakness; an ideal which, if never met with in real life, was acknowledged by all as the highest model for emulation.


(Age of Chivalry)
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These are the things that dreams are made up of.


Why else would so many of us sign our names with the closing 


“In service to the dream”?


If each of us strives to attempt one small moment of these ideals, a populace of kind and generous members will enrich the SCA.


These are the moments that I strive for at every event I attend, these are the dreams, which I try to make real.


Be welcome and stay a moment.
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